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Derry’s Community Caregivers lends a hand to needy
#Z)6/5&3.D(&&
Union Leader Correspondent

%&33:— Community Caregivers of Greater Derry is
reaching out across international borders to donate excess medical supplies to the
needy in the Dominican Republic and Republic of Haiti.
Through its Loaner’s Closet program, the nonprofit
organization on East Broadway in the Masonic Temple
building donated surplus
items such as canes and
crutches earlier this month,
said Cindee Tanuma, executive director.
The loaner’s closet is a
room filled with crutches,
walkers, canes and dozens
of pieces of other medical
equipment. More than 5,000

pieces are on loan to the
public. The items are donated each month.
But the program frequently receives too much equipment from donations, and
the closet is often filled to
capacity, Tanuma said.
“It’s hard to fit another
walker or crutches,” she said.
Community
Caregivers began working with a
Massachusett’s nonprofit
organization called the International Foundation for
Humanitarian Relief Aid
about two years ago. Rafael
Subero, the founder and
president, stops by periodically to collect extra medical supplies and have them
shipped to the needy in the
Dominican Republic and
Haiti.

when a group of people from
the community and local
churches came together to
found the organization after
seeing a need for volunteer
services to supplement existing programs, Tanuma
said.
Volunteers strive to help
the elderly, disabled, chronically and temporarily ill
stay in their own homes and
communities as long as possible, she said. They assist
with such tasks as medical
transports, light chores, grocery shopping, friendly visiting, yard work and home
upkeep.
For more information
about Caregivers, call 4320877 or go to comcaregivers.
org.
hmcgee@newstote.com

“I’m glad that the people
in New Hampshire are helping so many poor people, so
many special people in the
Dominican Republic and
the Republic of Haiti,” Subero said after filling the trailer
with the items.
Subero said it can be overwhelming sometimes to see
the reaction of the poor and
needy when they receive the
crutches and other supplies.
“We all cry when we see
those things,” Subero said.
Along with the medical
supplies, Subero said his
organization can use equipment that may be obsolete
or broken. It also accepts
such items as paint, fire
equipment, school supplies
and building materials.
Caregivers began in 1983

Excess crutches that are being donated through Community
Caregivers of Greater Derry are loaded into a waiting trailer. The
items will be shipped to the poor and needy in the Dominican
Republic and the Republic of Haiti.
HUNTER MCGEE

Mental health provider survey finds delays a big issue in NH
4UBGG3FQPSU
$0/$03% — A survey of the
state’s mental health providers has found as many
delays and bottlenecks for
patients who are ready to get
out of psychiatric hospitals
as there are for those waiting
to get into them.
Patients wait an average of

12 days in a community hospital after behavioral health
specialits have cleared them
for discharge, according to
survey by the Foundation
for Healthy Communities,
an organization that includes hospitals, providers
and health plans.
The most frequent cited
barrier to discharge was a

ready for discharge — but is
unable to leave the hospital
because of inadequate postacute care housing — then
blocks the availability of that
in-patient bed,” said Shawn
LaFrance, executive director of the Foundation for
Healthy Communities and
the author of the survey.
The average of 12 days var-

lack of somewhere to live.
Other reasons included a
wait for an appointment
with a mental health counselor, legal issues such as the
appointment of a guardian,
waiting for benefits to be approved and access to medication.
“A patient who completes
in-patient treatment and is

As elections loom, Capitol Hill latest front in war on poverty
#Z8*--*".%06(-"4
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McClatchy Washington Bureau

8"4)*/(50/ — The war on
poverty returns to Capitol
Hill as lawmakers prepare
to wage a battle this week
that’s a likely preview of
what’s to come on the
campaign trail this election year and in 2016.
Fifty years after President Lyndon Johnson
declared his intent “not
only to relieve the symptoms of poverty, but to
cure it and, above all, to
prevent it,” key congressional Republicans and
prospective Republican
presidential candidates
are hammering away at
some of his Great Society programs. They label
them well-meaning failures that have done more
to strain the federal budget than to slow the cycle
of poverty.
House Budget Committee Chair Paul Ryan,
R-Wis., is expected to continue the theme Wednesday when his committee
convenes for an update
on Johnson’s goal, a follow-up on a scathing report on Washington’s
anti-poverty efforts that
Ryan unveiled last month.
“For too long, we have

measured compassion by
how much we spend instead of how many people
we get out of poverty,”
Ryan said in a statement
last month. “We need to
take a hard look at what
the federal government
is doing and ask, ‘Is this
working?’ “
Democrats, meanwhile,
are looking to increase
the nation’s minimum
wage as a key strategy
for reducing poverty and
helping to narrow the income gap between America’s rich and poor. As
Ryan’s committee meets
Wednesday, the Senate
is expected to take a key
test on a measure to raise
the minimum wage from
$7.25 to $10.10 an hour.
“This raise only gets
people out of poverty.
That’s all it does,” Senate Majority Harry Reid,
D-Nev., said last month.
Driving all this debate
is some very crucial political calculus. Voters can
expect to hear more of
how each party would address income inequality
as this year’s congressional elections and the 2016
presidential contest approach, political analysts
and poverty experts say.
But for all the talk, peo-

ple shouldn’t expect political action soon, they
warn. Democrats are well
aware that their efforts to
raise the minimum wage
will go nowhere in the
Republican-controlled
House of Representatives.
The House, meanwhile,
passed a Ryan-written
budget that includes cuts
and big changes in entitlement programs, such
as Medicare, knowing
that it’s dead on arrival to
the Democratic-held Senate.
“I think all this stuff is a
prelude to 2016,” said Eugene Steuerle, a former
top Treasury Department
official who’s an expert on
taxes and Social Security
at the Urban Institute, a
Washington research center. “I think right now you
have a stalemate between
the parties, with the Democrats trying to complete
the (President Franklin D.)
Roosevelt agenda with universal health care — trying

to protect the Affordable
Care Act. Republicans are
trying to protect gains of
the past in trying to keep
tax rates moderate.”
The national poverty rate
stood at 15 percent in 2012,
according to a the Census
Bureau report last September, with 46.5 million
people earning at or below
the federal poverty line of
$11,170 for an individual
and $23,050 for a family of
four.
The figures represented
the second consecutive
year that the number of
people below the poverty
line and the poverty rate
showed no significant
change. However, the rate
was 12.5 percent in 2007,
the year the economy
began its descent.
Though they aren’t the
issues topping most voters’ lists of concerns, both
parties see potential benefits at the polls in raising
the issues of poverty and
income inequality.

Ayotte seeks bonus block
for disciplinary problems
8"4)*/(50/ — U.S. Sen.
Kelly Ayotte of New Hampshire is co-sponsoring
bipartisan legislation to
prohibit paying bonuses
to federal employees with
conduct problems that include nonpayment of federal taxes.
“Federal employees who
have disciplinary problems
or who haven’t paid their
taxes shouldn’t be getting
bonuses,” Ayotte, a Republican, said in a statement.
“This bipartisan legislation
takes common sense steps
to prevent workers with serious conduct infractions
from receiving bonus pay.”
Ayotte is sponsoring the
bill with U.S. Sen. Claire
McCaskill, D-Mo. The bill
comes after revelations
that $2.8 million was paid
in bonuses from 2010 to
2012 to 2,800 employees
with conduct violations.
About $1 million was
paid to 1,100 Internal Rev-

enue Service employees
who were delinquent on
their taxes, Ayotte’s office
said in a release.
The bill would prohibit
the head of an agency from
awarding a bonus to an
employee if the agency Inspector General, a senior
ethics official of the agency, or the Government Accountability Office makes
a determination that the
employee’s conduct either
violated agency policy for
which the employee may
be fired or suspended, or
violated a law for which the
employee may be imprisoned for more than one
year. The bill would maintain the prohibition for 5
years.
The bill also includes a
provision that the employee — after notice and an
opportunity for a hearing —
repay any bonus made during the year in which such a
determination is made.
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ies widely. Adolescents are
out in a few days, but adults
under the age of 65 wait an
average of 196 days.
Waits can be even longer
for those cleared for discharge from the New Hampshire State Hospital.
The survey said that the
daily cost of supportive
housing is $297, which in-

cludes care from a community health center, room and
board. In-patient hospital
care costs nearly 10 times
that amount.
LaFrance said people
waiting for care in emergency rooms would have quicker access to hospital beds
if the discharge bottleneck
were addressed.

Police trace property stolen in
burglary to Nashua woman
/"4)6" — A city woman is
under arrest on felony charges accusing her of pawning
stolen jewelry and charging
more than $2,500 on stolen
credit cards, items taken in a
residential burglary in Lunenburg, Mass.
Amy Manzi, 43, of 112 Kinsley St., second floor, was arrested Monday and charged
with fraudulent use of a credit
card, a class A felony; fraudulent use of a credit card, a class
B felony; and receiving stolen
property, a class A misdemeanor.
Police opened an investigation April 14 after Lunenburg
police contacted them about a
burglary in their town. Jewelry,
credit cards and other items
were stolen from the home
with the jewelry later pawned
at a shop in Nashua. Police
said Manzi was identified as

the person
who sold
the jewelry.
T w o
credit cards
stolen from
the residence
also were
used,
w i t h
MANZI
m o r e
t h a n
$1,500 charged on one and
$1,000 charged on the other at
various merchants in Nashua.
Surveillance video captured
the transactions with Manzi
identified as the individual
using them, according to investigators.
Manzi is free on $1,000
cash/surety bail pending arraignment Tuesday in 9th
Circuit Court, Nashua District
Division.

Hudson man facing drug
charges in Nashua after bust
/"4)6" — A Hudson man is
facing drug charges stemming
from an undercover investigation into drug dealing in the
city.
Christopher Overka, 38, of
26 Central St., was arrested
Monday and charged with
one count each of the unlawful sale of a narcotic drug —
heroin and Suboxone.
Overka refused bail and remains detained in Rockingham County Jail in Brentwood
pending his arraignment in
9th Circuit Court, Nashua District Division.
His arrest was the result of

an undercover investigation
by members of the
police
d e p a r tm e n t ’s
NarcotOVERKA
ics Intelligence
Division.
Citizens are urged to call the
Narcotics Hotline at 594-3597
or use the department’s website, NashuaPD.com, to provide information concerning
illegal drug activity.

DUI, child endangerment charges
."/$)&45&3 — A Manchester woman faces charges of
impaired driving and child
endangerment, after a New
Hampshire State Police trooper spotted her driving erratically last Thursday, state police
said.
Ashley E. Cowette, 27, had
two children — a 5-month old
and a 4-year old — in the back
seat of her 2009 Honda Accord when it was pulled over
on South Beech Street, police

said. Police had initially observed her on Interstate 293.
At a state police barracks,
Cowette was tested by a
drug recognition expert and
charged with aggravated
driving under the influence
of drugs. Her children were
transferred to a family friend,
and Cowette was later released on bail.
She is scheduled to appear
in Manchester District Court
on May 12.

3
Rooms

CLEANED & SANITIZED

99

$

y
onl

rsonal
“The PePeople”
Touch

SPRING
CLEAN
It’s Easy
! Now!
NOWCall
Call Now!
Wewon’t
won’t just
just clean
clean
We
your
carpet
we
your carpet-we
sanitize
it
as
well!
sanitize it as well!

Serving the Greater Manchester Area
“The Personal Touch People”
www.mtocarpetcleaningnh.com

888-877-6243

