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Caregivers’ ‘closet’ offers help

Qﬁa‘l By JuLt Huss

‘SO,‘ ETAFFWRITER
givers of Greater Derry offers
loans of medical equripment to
anyone in the area who neads
some help. :

The nonprofit organization
provides medical equipment to
those who are disabled, or any-
ong who might need a cane or
wheelchair for an extended peri-
od of time following an injury or
hospital stay,

The group’s "loaner closet” is
full of wheelchairs, crutches,
canes and other health-related
iterns waiting for anyone who
might want to borrow them.

Arcording to Caregivers co-di

rector Allvson Welsh, the “clos- -«

et" 15 a second-loor room in tha
Masonic Lodge on Fast Broad-
wity In Derry that Caregivers
ronts along with its regular of-
fiee space in the hlding,

About thres yoars ago, Care-
givers stafl decided that loaning
medical equipment would il a
need in the communities tha
ErOUp BErVes.

The room’s supply of equip-
ment is kept full through dons-
tions by families, or by people
who no longer nm:-d the eoquip-
ment, Welsh said. She added
Tamilies sometimes donate the
equipment to Caregivers when
somenne dies.

Welsh sald people can cohtact
Caregivers to horrow the equip-
ment without charge.

Currently, she said the agency °
has "aton” of equipment avail-
ahle. *“Wheelchairs, walkers,
anything you can Imaglne. redal
ly," Welsh said.

Welsh said wheelehairs and
extended bath seats are most in
demand and in the least supply,

and donations are always wel-
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. Community Caregivers’ Cindy Eadlm. left, and Allyson Welsh arrange
some of the walkers and other medical equipment avallable for people
to borrow for as long as needed. The office Is located In the Masonic

Lodge Bullding on East Broadway In Derry.

tatlon and other sarvices,

The group began with five vol-

unteers and edght cllents and
has grown to now help more
than 300 people with a core of
160 volunteers. The group helps
peaple in Derry, Londonderry,
Windham, Chester, Sandown,
Hampstead and other area

LOWIA,

T Teaith trore about Corimi-
nity Careglvers or its loaner
closet/medical equipment ser-
vice, contact the group at 432-
(877, The Carepivers office Is at
58 1. Broadway in the Masonle
Lodge in Derry. Visit online at
W, comoaregivers.org.






